With the Gulf war over, Israel will be 


facing increasing pressure from both 
her enemies and her so-called friends, 
to give away land to the Palestinian 
Arabs. It is argued by some people 
that the Palestinians have a right to 
their own homeland in the West Bank 
and the Gaza strip. These same 
people argue that the Jews have no 
right to these territories and that the 
Jews living there are colonialists. An 
examination of the facts will show that 
these views are untenable: 


Most historians of Jewish civilization 
emphasize the origin of the Jews as a 
religious group and place the origin of 
the Jewish people at about 2000 
B.C.E., roughly the time suggested by 
the Tanach (Bible) for the life of 
Abraham. However, the Jewish people 

are not solely descended from 
Abraham and his family. 


Firstly, it is not known whether the 
story of Abraham is history or mashal 
(fable). Even if 
Abaraham is an 


historical 
person, the 
Jews" are 
descended 


mainly from his 

followers who were members of the 
ancient Levantine people. According 
to archeologicale evidence 
Jewish/Levantine secular culture was 
already in. existence around 8000 
B.C.E. The oldest Levantine site is 
Gilgal (8000 B.C.E.) in the West Bank. 
Thus, the Jews as a secular people 
were already in the West Bank about 
10 0000 years ago. The oldest known 
Levantine site in the Gaza strip dates 
back to about 4000 B.C.E. When the 
Jewish religion came into being the 
old Levantine pagan beliefs were 
rejected but the secular culture of the 
first Jews was the same as that of the 
other Levantines. The Jews kept the 
Levantine language, which we now call 
Hebrew, and the Jewish Tanach was 
written in this language using the same 
literary techniques as the pagan 
Levantine mythological epics. The 
Jews were never invaders of Eretz 
Yisrael (the Land of Israel); they are 


. the direct descendants of her earliest 
inhabitants. 
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The enemies of the Jewish people 
point to the Biblical story of the 
conquest of Canaan by Joshua and 
use this story to back up their claims 
that the Jews are colonialists. The 
mistake with this argument is that 
there is no proof that the story of 
Joshua is history; it could be a mashal 
(fable). If we accept the Biblical 
account of the conquest of Canaan we 
must then also accept the parts of the 
story which tell us that the Israelites 
were returning to their homeland and 
that G-d had instructed them to take 
the land from the Canaanites who 
were being punished for their sins. 
Moreover, 
nations were in fact foreign colonialis’s 
who had invaded Israel from Anatolia 
and Syria. The remainder of the 
Canaanites were Levantines just like 
the Israelites. The conquest of 


Levantine Canaanites by the Israelites 
was thus an internal conflict within the 
Levantine nation. 


the disputed territories 


a 


most of the Canaanite - 


In fact the archaelogical evidence 
shows that most of the Israelites had 
never beenslaves in Egypt but had 
always remained in Canaan. Since 
Canaan had been conquered by 
Egypt, all the Israelites had been under 
Egyptian domination. The 
archaelogical evidence suggests that 
the Israelite conquest was a war of 
liberation fought against Anatolian and 
Amorite colonialists and Levantine 
traitors who supported Egypt. It 
should also be noted that the 
Canaanites eventually assimilated into 
the Jewish people and so modern 
Jews are also descended from them. 


Originally, the Jewish religion was 
confined to the Israelites. However, it 
soon spread to the neighbouring 
Hebrew peoples such as_ the 
Edomites, Ishmaelites, Medanites and 
Medianites. And, later, to the Moabites 
and. Ammonites too, when the 
prohibition against Moabite . and 
Ammonite men becoming part of the 
Jewish 

people was 
lifted (after 


Thus, there 
were seven Hebrew nations. The 
important point being that modern 
Jews are descended from all seven 
Hebrew nations, not just the Israelites. 


Consequently, modern Jews have an 
historical right to live anywhere in the 
land of the Hebrews. This land 


consists of the present state of Israel - 


(Israelite and Edomite territory), the 
Gaza strip (Israelite territory), the West 
Bank (Israelite and Edomite territory), 
Trans-Jordan (Israelite, | Moabite, 
Ammonite and Ishmaelite territory), 
and the Aqabah region (Israelite, 
Midianite and Medanite territory). In 
the Torah, G-d in fact promised 
Abraham that his descendants (the 
Jewish people) would own the land 
from the River of Egypt to the River 
Euphrates. 


Thus, it is clear that not only do the 
Jews have the right to settle in the 
Gaza strip, the West Bank. and Golan 
but they also have an historic right to 
settle in the so-called Kingdom of 
Jordan. This was at first recognised by 
the British during the time of the 


Mandate but they, nevertheless, stole 
Trans-Jordan and gave it to Hejazi 
Arab colonialists in 1922. 


In comparison, before the British 
mandate, there were very few Arabs 
living in "Palestine". Those that were 
there are the ancestors of the Israeli 
Bedouins and the Druze who 
recognize the State of Israel and the 
Jewish right of return. The Palestinians 
only arrived in "Palestine" during the 
1920’s - 1940’s. They were Arab 
colonialists from Egypt, Syria and the 
Hejaz. The British allowed them to 
murder Jews and steal land while 
preventing Jewish exiles . from 
returning. In 1948, Israel was prepared 
to allow the Arabs to keep 
Trans-Jordan in exchange for peace. 
However, one day after Israeli 
independence, Trans-Jordan invaded, 
stole the West Bank and established 
the Kingdom of Jordan. Nineteen 
years later, Israel recaptured the West 
Bank in a defensive war. 


Thus, at no time was there a 
Palestinian state in the West Bank or 
Gaza strip, and the Arabs have no 
historical right to these territories. 
Neither do they have a right to 
Trans-Jordan which was taken from 
the Jews seventy years ago. 
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